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WAROONA–YARLOOP BUSHFIRES — FERGUSON REPORT 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.01 am]: The bushfire that swept down from the escarpment 
east of Waroona in early January this year and burned all the way to the Indian Ocean consumed some 
69 000 hectares of forest and farmland and destroyed 166 homes and many animals and farm buildings. Most 
tragically, two lives were lost in Yarloop and a Western Power worker died during the later clean-up. The 
ferocity and complexity of this fire is best conveyed through the words of one firefighter, who said — 

… in my experience, I’ve never seen an event like it … the increase of winds to, in my estimation, 80 to 
100 kilometres an hour all around that 8 o’clock nightfall period that … the fire just jumped every 
direction—north, south, east and west. 

This truly was a terrifying and catastrophic event. I extend the sympathy of all Western Australians to those 
affected by this natural disaster and especially to the families and friends who lost loved ones. Our thoughts are 
also with those who lost their homes, businesses, animals and treasured possessions. I commend the efforts of 
everyone who fought the fire, working in extreme and challenging conditions, and those who supported the 
firefighting effort, including the interstate firefighters who assisted. I also applaud those from all over the state 
who rallied to support the people of Yarloop, Waroona, Harvey and Preston Beach. 

On 20 January 2016, Mr Euan Ferguson was appointed to provide an independent review of the fire. 
Mr Ferguson’s wealth of knowledge and experience in fire and emergency management, which includes terms as 
head of the Victorian Country Fire Authority and the South Australian Country Fire Service, are readily evident 
from his inquiry and the resulting report. The inquiry ran for 13 weeks and held formal hearings with over 
100 people, including local residents and representatives of 42 organisations and interest groups. Over 
160 written submissions were received. 

Mr Ferguson makes bold findings on the circumstances surrounding the fire. He expressly avoids finding fault or 
allocating blame, acknowledging that the nature of decision-making in fire situations is complex and challenging 
and that errors do occur. Importantly, Mr Ferguson found no evidence that individuals were negligent or did not 
act in good faith. Mr Ferguson concludes that there is a need for fundamental change to our system of rural fire 
management. He submits 17 recommendations for strategic change and 23 agency opportunities for 
improvement. 

The government is committed to learning lessons from this tragedy and to effecting enduring improvements. 
Considerable work has been undertaken in recent years to reduce the risk and impact of bushfire, but there is 
much still to be done. Although the forces of nature are beyond our control, many of the fire risk factors are not, 
and as a community we must continually address these. 

Mr Ferguson and his staff conducted this inquiry promptly, diligently and with a great sensitivity to those 
affected by the fire. Mr Ferguson will accompany me today to a community meeting in Harvey to discuss his 
report. The report will be out for public comment, with the government intending to make a formal response by 
the end of September this year. I table “Reframing Rural Fire Management: Report of the Special Inquiry into 
the January 2016 Waroona Fire”. 

[See papers 4260 and 4261.] 
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